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** Supplementary Dispatch 
 
 
To all Members of the Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Council – Monday, 19 July 2021 
 
I refer to the agenda for the above Council meeting and attach two submissions received 
under public participation (agenda item 1)
  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Assistant Director Legal & Governance and Monitoring Officer 

Public Document Pack
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Reopening Churchill Sports Centre  
Written Statement to North Somerset Council by  

Thornton Daryl Hirst 

16 July 2021 

I am presenting on behalf of the Churchill Sports Centre Working Group (known as Mendip 
Villages Fitness) and more widely on behalf of the communities in the Mendip Vale.  I am also 
presenting this written statement as a local resident and parent of two young daughters for 
whom I can’t get any swimming lessons, so they can’t swim – a common theme across all local 
schools.  Our aim is simple: to secure the long-term future for Churchill Sports Centre. This 
initiative has wide support including our local MP, three local district councillors, five parish 
councils and most importantly, the support of 1,900 members of the Mendip Villages 
community who responded to a survey we recently conducted.   

Given:  

 There is a critical shortage of sports and leisure facilities, particularly swimming pools 
 North Somerset Council’s policy framework which calls for innovative, ambitious 

approaches to secure sports and leisure facilities to reduce health and social costs, 
 The existence, and buy-in, of local, profitable sports facility operators working in 

partnership with schools and communities 
 The huge increase in local housing with corresponding funds flowing to the council 
 The undeniable need to teach our children to swim  
 The criticality of sporting centres to help the nation emerge from COVID-19, and  
 The ultimate value for money argument in addressing health inequality, 

There is a clear evidenced case to reopen Churchill Sports Centre as a priority 

Accordingly, on behalf of the Mendip Villages community, we respectfully request North 
Somerset Council commit to take the actions and deliver the funding needed to reopen 
Churchill Sports Centre and secure its long-term future.   

We understand that you and your senior colleagues will be discussing the future of the Sports 
Centre in the coming weeks and urge you to look favourably on ensuring that funding and 
resource are allocated to secure the future of this important community service.  

 
Detailed Arguments   

The key arguments in favour of funding the reopening of Churchill Sports Centre follow: 

1. Nearly 1,900 residents responded to a survey (conducted early in 2021).  The response 
demonstrated overwhelming support (98.29%) for Churchill Sports Centre, with 97.23% 
saying that the pool in particular must be kept open.  Over 89% said they would be very likely 
or likely to use the centre if it reopens, clearly making the business case for the centre. 

 
2. North Somerset Council’s strategic aims relating to health and wellbeing align entirely with 

the need to increase – not decrease - the provision of sports and leisure facilities. The Sports 
and Leisure facilities strategy states “access to quality sport and leisure facilities… is vital to 
ensuring that North Somerset residents enjoy the benefits of participation, which improve 
health and wellbeing (both physical and mental) as well as fostering a sense of community”.  
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3. There is an acute shortage of public swimming pools in North Somerset.  We have been 

contacted by numerous organisations and individuals who are desperate for swimming 
lessons.  One swimming lesson provider has hundreds of children on their waiting list.  North 
Somerset is a coastal county and Churchill village alone has 3 new attenuation ponds required 
to offset the local flood risk.  Elderly residents say that swimming provides vital exercise to 
address chronic health conditions and they are unable to access any pool time locally. 
 

4. The huge increase in housing across all villages in the Mendip Vale has resulted in 
significantly increased demand for leisure and health facilities.  These cannot be 
accommodated by the remaining facilities in North Somerset.  Significant s.106/CIL monies 
have accumulated and could be used.   

 
5. Our strong belief is that Churchill Sports Centre can be run profitably.  Our investigations 

suggest that the model operated by Kings Leisure Ltd in Cheddar, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the Wessex Learning Trust, demonstrates that a partnership between a leisure operator, a 
school and the community, with the commitment and support of the local authority, can be 
very successful.  
 

6. Our campaign to reopen Churchill Sports Centre has the support of MPs, Parish Councils and 
District Councillors within the catchment.  John Penrose MP has expressed support saying 
that investment in Churchill Sports Centre addresses many of the critical government 
concerns regarding childhood obesity, pressures on the NHS and the post-Covid need for 
mental health and wellbeing provision.   

 

Summary  

We urge you to take a holistic and long-term view of the return on investment for the 
community – the benefits of greater sports provision, a reduction in health inequality and social 
isolation - not simply the short-term financial challenges.   

 

Finally, we very much appreciate Council giving us the opportunity to have our voice heard. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Thornton Daryl Hirst  

 

Co-signed and supported by those overleaf: 
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Churchill Sports Centre Working Group (Mendip Villages Fitness): 

 Bill Carruthers, on behalf of Churchill Parish Council 
 Rowan Clarke, swim coach, parent of children in Churchill Primary and Churchill Academy 
 Steve Bamber, swim coach 
 Karin Haverson, DCllr 
 Madi Hearn, Sports Instructor, resident of Winscombe 
 Colonel. Thornton Daryl Hirst, Churchill resident and parent of Children at Wrington 

Primary School 
 Ally Jones, Congresbury resident and parent of child at Churchill Academy 
 Jan Lyons, Congresbury Resident 
 Jill Maycock, leader of CSC Working Group, Churchill Resident 
 Theo Michael, parent of children at Churchill Primary 
 Jan Murray, on behalf of Churchill Parish Council 
 Mimi Simpson, on behalf of Churchill Parish Council 
 Lyne Stephens on behalf of Winscombe Parish Council 
 Sally Wilcox, parent of children at Churchill Academy 

 

Parish Councils:                          District Councillors: 

 Banwell  
 Churchill  
 Congresbury  
 Winscombe  
 Wrington  

 

John Penrose MP 

 Patrick Keating 
 Karin Haverson 
 Steve Hogg 
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STATEMENT TO NORTH SOMERSET COUNCIL HELD JULY 19TH 2021 

Thank you Chairman and Councillors for giving me the opportunity to present this statement to you 

this afternoon. 

Firstly I must congratulate Cllr Bridger and other members of the Executive on the decision to 

explore purchasing the Homes England land in Weston town centre and bringing the land back into 

use for quality and affordable housing. 

This is a most welcome change of direction from the Weston-super-Mare town centre regeneration 

supplementary planning document (SPD) adopted February 2017 which does not require developers 

to provide affordable housing. 

Affordable housing means different things to different people and appears to depend on your 

ideology – whether you believe the market decides what you can afford or whether you believe your 

income decides what you can afford.   

The government suggests 80% of market value is an affordable rent. The median rent for a one 

bedroom flat in Weston is £608 per calendar month which makes, in the government’s eyes, a rent 

of £486.40 affordable.  According to Zoopla there are presently 18 one bed flats available for rent – 

of which only 6 are below £500. 

But I agree with most housing charities that affordable rent should not be more than 30% of take 

home income.  The lowest one bed rent I know at the moment is £475 which on the 30% calculation 

requires a take home pay of £19,000 per annum.  The average wage for a teaching assistant in 

Weston is £17,370 and that’s before tax.  Weston private rents are not affordable.    

And if you are in receipt of housing benefit the maximum amount is £109.32 per week for a one bed 

flat which doesn’t even reach the government affordable level of £486.40 per month.  Every tenant I 

meet on housing benefit has to pay some top up amount.   

The amount of housing benefit payable is known as the Local Housing Allowance (LHA) which was 

raised on March 31st last year to its current level but the government’s intention is to freeze LHA 

rates again although private rents are free to rise.  I believe North Somerset Council should argue 

that LHA rates are raised to more fairly reflect actual rents and automatically increase as rents rise. 

But back to that Homes England land … 

I urge North Somerset Council to explore new avenues in ensuring truly affordable housing. One idea 

being discussed in Ireland is the state, or in our case North Somerset Council, retains ownership of 

the land, builds the homes and markets them at just the cost of construction.   

With Persimmon reporting an underlying new housing margin for 2020 of 27.6%, the not-for-profit 

scheme, especially with no land cost to the buyer, should well be on the way to provide affordable 

homes for purchase in the centre of Weston.  And of course at least 30%, if not more, to be made 

available for social rent – preferably council owned so the rent does not fall into private hands.   

I am more than happy to share details of this and other schemes with Cllr Bridger.  

Our housing market is broken – let’s take positive steps to mend it. 

 

Alan Rice – Weston Housing Action  
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